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OFFICIAL 

16 July 2024 

 
Dear Submitter  

 
Yarra Planning Scheme Amendment C273yara: Heidelberg Road 

We are writing to you because you made a submission to the draft Yarra Planning Scheme Amendment 
C273yara (the Amendment) which relates to the implementation of permanent built form and design 
controls for Heidelberg Road. 

The Minister for Planning (the Minister) has determined to refer submissions related to the Amendment to 
the Yarra Activity Centres Standing Advisory Committee (the Committee).  A referral letter from the 
Minister dated 2 July 2024 is attached. 

The former Minister for Planning appointed the Committee on 10 June 2021 pursuant to section 151 of the 
Planning and Environment Act 1987 to provide advice on referred matters.  More information about the 
Committee’s purpose and process can be found here. 

Committee members Lisa Kendal (Chair) and John Roney have been nominated to consider this matter.  

This letter: 
• tells you about the Committee process 
• tells you what you need to do if you want to participate in the Committee process 
• explains how we will use the information we collect 
• sets out proposed key dates for the Hearing. 

The Amendment 

The Amendment proposes to apply the Design and Development Overlay (DDO18) to commercial land 
along Heidelberg Road on a permanent basis, apply the Heritage Overlay to two places and make other 
associated changes to the Yarra Planning Scheme. 

A more detailed explanation of what the Amendment proposes can be found on the City of Yarra website.  

Council is the Planning Authority for the Amendment. 

The Committee process 
The Committee process includes a Directions Hearing and a main Hearing. 

The Committee will: 
• consider submitters in an independent forum 
• be informal and not like a court 
• give fair, unbiased advice to Council and the Minister for Planning about the Amendment. 
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Directions Hearing 

At the Directions Hearing, the Panel will:  
• give directions about exchanging information before the Hearing and the conduct of the Hearing  
• consider Hearing times and venue and site inspections  
• answer questions people have about the Panel process including the Hearing.  

You should attend the Directions Hearing if you: 
• are new to the Committee process and/or wish to participate in the Hearing 
• have questions about the Committee process or wish to raise procedural issues. 

The Directions Hearing will be held in person with the option to attend online.  The Directions Hearing will 
be held at: 

10am, Monday, 12 August 2024 
Hearing Room 1, Planning Panels Victoria 
Ground floor, 1 Spring Street, Melbourne 

Alternatively you can join online by video using MS Teams or dial in (audio only): 

Click here to join the Teams meeting  
Meeting ID: 430 109 233 26  
Passcode: 3sdYrh  

Dial in (audio only): Call (03) 9070 4463 and enter phone conference ID 943 909 
888# 

The Committee proposes to issue directions after considering all requests to be heard and any additional 
matters raised at the Directions Hearing or in writing before the Directions Hearing. 

Main Hearing 

The purpose of the main Hearing is for people to speak to their written submission and to hear from 
Council.  The Hearing will start in the week of Monday 14 October 2024 and may run for up to 10 days, 
however this depends on how many submitters request to be heard. 

The Committee will consider all referred written submissions when preparing its report, including those 
from submitters who do not attend the Hearing. 

Key dates 

The Key Information attached to this letter includes a list of key dates for filing information in the leadup to 
the Hearing.  If you wish to comment on the key dates or any other matters but are unable to attend the 
Directions Hearing, you can provide comments in writing to planning.panels@transport.vic.gov.au by 
Tuesday, 6 August 2024. 

The process is public 

The Hearing is public and will be open for anyone to observe. 

Submissions and other information presented throughout the Committee’s process, including the Hearing, 
will be treated as public documents.  Please carefully read the attached Privacy Collection Notice. 

If you wish to be involved in the Hearing 
Please complete the online request to be heard form by 12 noon on Tuesday 6 August 2024 if: 

• you wish to be involved in the Hearing 
• you do not wish to speak but would like a copy of the timetable and directions. 

Notes on completing the online request to be heard form are attached. 
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If you propose to call expert witnesses, you must provide details of all expert witnesses on the request to be 
heard form – this includes their name, organisation, and field of expertise.  It is important the Committee 
receives this information on time as it assists in planning the draft timetable for the Hearing before the 
Directions Hearing. 

Further Information 
The attached Privacy Collection Notice explains how your submission will be used by the Committee. 

Further information including the What is a Panel? guide, Guide to the Public Hearing and Frequently Asked 
Questions are available at: 

www.planningpanels.vic.gov.au/guides-and-resources 

If you need a paper copy of these documents or if you have any other questions, please contact  
 Planning Panels Victoria on  

planning.panels@transport.vic.gov.au 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
LISA KENDAL 
Committee Chair 










